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MusicAL TERMS

You SHouLp KNOW

For proper understanding and interpretation of music, you must know the meaning of many terms which are in common use.
There are hundreds of such terms, but the following may be considered a minimum which every music student should know.

Accelerando ...........ccccoovviiiiiininn Increase Speed Pesante ...........cccccevenne Heavily; With Emphasis
BARERD . ... crvvsssvsisnasissssssoasminisn Slowly; Leisurely Planissimo [PD) .. cocamamirammmmmm Very Softly
Allegretto..............coeevviriinnnne. Moderately Fast PRARO () ..r.romossemvesmmmammassnssissvisssssmsiiain s Softly
BIRERRO ..o cvsissopsissaicimnissssisiizsintss Lively; Brisk PEEERCAMD «.svvsvsimvsmsnmmioiiniosingins Pluck the Strings
ADNAAnte ..o onnessconssesmissnosons Moderately Slow Poco 0 U POCD.......ummmmsissssisisvsssion A Little
ANIimato..........ccoevvvevieveviiiiiieennnn. With Animation | 1% Lo o R ——— Quicker
BECO.; s cscisiininsmanvesnseimrrassmsesasnests With the Bow Poco Piu MOSSO......ccccceeuiiiicnne A Little Faster
A TEIPO <. consvsionisssvyissnsosissans Original Tempo POIRPIORD .....cocvinvvsiisssonioniseis Pompous, Grand
(&7, 7, e Supplement at End BPRESID - s msmnononsssmsonmsamnsassvusssssig saonss Very Quick
Crescenido ........ccouscaivissios Increasing Loudness Rallentanda . .......ccnisons Gradually Slower
Da Capo (D.C.)..ccccooviiiinen. From Beginning Ritardando..........c.cccocvvninnns Gradually Slower
Dal Segno (D.8.).......cuumunmmssa From Sign SENCETQ...... o ccccinssivsevssisibassssssetetssmes Playfully
Decrescendo ...........ccoceeee. Decreasing Strength T For One Performer
Diminuendo ..........ccccceoviiinens Gradually Softer SOM......cocoomimmsiesaiogs One Performer Each Part
DIASL ...coovcnmunnn For Separate Instruments SEAIMN coiiiiiiinsmonenssannnns consrmssnssssnensmsiias ez Mute
DBJER .....crorsemmenscuonsssmssasursasssssnsanins Softly, Sweetly Sostenuto ...........cccoeuvenennne Sustained, Prolonged
BRREEE. ... cov s st s in s mesmsansemrtes A Study 55 (L) DO RS Y O Spirited
PRUINATA < .. on 1orssas ensmmmssnssnsisasenis A Hold or Pause BRACCHEE .. .cooncscssoiscasssmsisarices Detached, Separate
Fortissimo (ff] .......o.viimiimmmmenssrsnsa Very Loud SrNGendo ......ccisuiiioesessesmens Gradually Faster
Forzando (fz) ..........ccccoeueneee. Strongly Accented BAERL..... e crememorssensomapmmssmsssnsvisbimssbiyesasss “Is Silent”
| ST | ) e e S Loud TRERPD o5 vvsscesiimiissspasmsmmonsasisns Rate of Speed
Grandioso ...........cceceevieeieiien, Grand, Majestic Tempo Primo...........comiiiias Original Tempo
T O ———— Broad, Slow TERID ..o smssiinsmmrncens Held Full Value
BRBOG ccciiiannnrorscmmsamecsmonmasnsnnensanersminsss Smoothly i )y Cc OO S— Three Performers
BBERI . cocavonimssneravimsisasndsissamasossssibagsn Very Slowly o [ Group of Three Notes
MEBZZO .iiiiinrammiormmeversasussnsvrsnses Half, Moderately WM. . ovoormrarssmpesssmmsanseuomss i All Instruments
MOEIAE........cicomisossinmiinsiimmmsamm Moderately T R R D Very Fast
Obbligato............cccoeevecienen Counter Melody Vibrato.........cccocvevviiiiiene. Wavering Tone Effect
A B A Work NVAVBEER iscosuiaavimimsismisiss With Vivacity; Lively
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